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PO Box 1937   Boone, NC 28607

828-262-5826 FAX: 828-265-1558
www.ncchristmastrees.com
info@ncchristmastrees.com
April 16, 2009

Dear Members of the NC General Assembly:
The NC Christmas Tree Association (NCCTA) supports the Agriculture Reimbursement of Expenses for Legal Immigrant Employees in Farming act (AgRELIEF).  NCCTA is supportive of this cost-share program that is a pro-active step for State government to encourage and assist farmers with hiring legal farm workers. 
North Carolina is the 2nd largest farm-grown Christmas tree producing state in the United States.  Approximately 5 million trees are harvested and sold yearly and more than $124 million is generated for the economy in North Carolina.  That represents over 1500 farms and many workers who plant, fertilize, shear, maintain, and harvest those trees from mid-March through November.  
NCCTA strongly urges the General Assembly to enact the AgRELIEF legislation.
Sincerely,
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Charles Fowler

President
